Laketon Township Planning Commission
August 14, 2024 Regular Meeting Minutes — APPROVED 11/13/2024

CALL TO ORDER: Chairperson Bob Marine called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

ROLL CALL:

e  Present: Chris Simpson, Paul Hoppa, June Earhart, Dave Mieras, Bob Marine, Suzanne Hayes and
Eric Anderson.

e  Absent: None.

e Also present: Zoning Administrator Heidi Tice, Recording Secretary Veronica West and Applicant Tim
Westra.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: June Earhart moved to approve the agenda as presented. Dave Mieras supported
the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Suzanne Hayes moved to approve the minutes of June 12, 2024 as presented. June
Earhart supported the motion. Eric Anderson commented on the subject brought forth in public comment at that
meeting by a resident, noting that he recalls the lot sizes being increased to preserve rural character as well as
the issues of high water in the western portion of the township. He also commented that he has always felt that
minimum home sizes have been a way to legislate minimum value. He further noted that the City of Muskegon
has reduced their minimum home size significantly lately to address the housing issues of availability and
affordability. He would like to see this issue discussed at a future PC meeting. There were a few other comments
interjected but Paul Hoppa noted it would be more appropriate to get the minutes approved and have this subject
placed on the agenda for the next meeting. All agreed, a voice vote was taken on the motion on the floor and the
minutes were approved.

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS ONLY: NONE

CORRESPONDENCE:

e 2023 Staff Report - Informational: ZA H. Tice commented on how busy the building department has
been. There was some discussion & clarification of the report categories for building permits and
plumbing, electrical and mechanical permits for new dwellings.

NEW BUSINESS:

e Site Plan Review for 992 Witham Rd (pp# 61-09-104-300-0001-00): ZA H. Tice produced a staff report
and all noted they have a copy. She noted that the site plan is for the parking area paving only, not the
structure/building that is already existing on site. The proposal is simply to improve the driveway and
parking area by upgrading to pavement from gravel. There were some issues with EGLE due to activities
undertaken by a prior owner, so the current owner had a wetland delineation completed and had
Westshore Engineering provide a drainage plan (the narrative reports included in the PC agenda packet).
The wetlands are protected from runoff in the plan by the land all being sloped away from them and
towards an onsite area that will pond when runoff amounts are large enough and the plan was granted
County approval, which did not come from the Water Resources Commissioner (formerly known as the
Drain Commissioner). ZA H. Tice explained that per the Zoning Ordinance, the requirement is to have an
engineered plan and to obtain approval from the County of Muskegon, but not necessarily the Water
Resources Commissioner specifically. There were questions about the culvert and the property being
historically low and wet. Mr. Westra noted it is an existing culvert and he has a permit from the Muskegon
County Road Commission for the paving of the driveway entrance onto the roadway. Mr. also
commented that he is not required to have flood insurance - due to the changes related to Bear Creek
and the old celery flats area and is no longer designated a floodplain. Eric Anderson asked about the
surface planned for the stormwater retention pond. Mr. Westra said the area is currently a grass surface
and will remain such, it is already about 2 feet below the road surface grade and won’t need much
excavation. There was no further discussion and Paul Hoppa moved to approve the site plan as
presented. June Earhart supported the motion. The motion carried by voice vote.
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS: NONE

PUBLIC COMMENTS:

BOARD REPORTS:

e Board of Trustees — Eric Anderson reported on the Mullally Park project for tennis court, pickleball courts
and basketball court has construction underway, the concrete base has been installed and fencing work
has begun and construction is moving forward. There was also discussion of the Horton Park project, the
many delays, most notably the underwater Verizon communication lines that required changes to the boat
launch area, which caused EGLE to require new submittals etc The project is moving forward slowly.

e Zoning Board of Appeals — Suzanne Hayes — No activity to report.

ADJOURNMENT:

e Eric Anderson moved to adjourn. Dave Mieras supported the motion. The motion carried and the
adjournment occurred at 6:30:pm.

Respectfully Submitted:

Veronica West
Recording Secretary



