
Laketon Township Planning Commission 
June 12, 2024 Regular Meeting Minutes – APPROVED 08/14/2024 

 
CALL TO ORDER:  Vice-Chairperson June Earhart called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 
ROLL CALL:      
 

• Present:  Suzanne Hayes, June Earhart, Chris Simpson, Dave Mieras and Paul Hoppa. 
• Absent:  Bob Marine and Eric Anderson w/notice.  
• Also present:  Zoning Administrator Heidi Tice, Recording Secretary Veronica West and Twp. 

Supervisor Kim Arter. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  Dave Mieras moved to approve the agenda as presented.  Paul Hoppa supported 
the motion.  The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Suzanne Hayes moved to approve the minutes of March 13, 2024 with a small 
typographical error correction in the Board Reports section as discussed.  Dave Mieras supported the motion and 
the motion carried by voice vote. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS ONLY:  NONE 
 
 
CORRESPONDENCE:  
 

• 2023 Staff Report - Informational:   ZA H. Tice commented on the increase in permits, several new 
houses in the last few months, having meetings with several developers recently but with nothing 
concrete yet as several larger parcels of land are for sale, expecting a busy summer.  Dave Mieras asked 
if sewer/water infrastructure is available to these large parcels.  ZA H. Tice noted that some do and some 
don’t and the township isn’t in a position to extend sewer/water utilities in the hopes that some 
developments will come to pay for it – the development typically puts in these things as a cost of 
development.   

 
NEW BUSINESS:  
 

• Accessory Building Discussion:  ZA H. Tice did some research based on the request of Chris Simpson 
and the PC at the last meeting in March to look into accessory building sizes and other regulations.  She 
prepared a spreadsheet with some of the basic parameters to compare several surrounding communities 
as well as provided copies of each accessory building ordinance from them for the PC to review.  She 
stated Laketon Township falls pretty much in the middle with some communities allowing more & bigger 
buildings and some less.  Chris Simpson stated he feels Laketon Township is behind other communities 
on as far as accessory building allowances on the parcels that are over the 2 acre size, which he feels is 
a sizable parcel.  ZA H. Tice noted she hasn’t received any applications for a variance for larger than 
allowable accessory buildings in at least a year, but has had questions and discussions with people who 
want more small buildings than what is allowed.  Suzanne Hayes commented on conversations from prior 
meetings where covered entry may be what is needed for some buildings, but these portico’s/covered 
entry counts in square footage – she also referenced one of the ordinances provided from an area 
community discussing “projections into yards” such as retractable awnings, canopies, marquees etc.  ZA 
H. Tice and staff discussed “carport” or “lean-to” type structures, noting that if they are attached to the 
ground by posts they count as part of the overall square footage, but that cantilevered type over hangs 
that function as a “lean-to” do not count as they do not touch the ground with a post/footing.  ZA H. Tice 
also noted that the “projections into yards” ordinance language typically pertains to the home or principal 
dwelling, not accessory buildings but that some language like this could be developed and defined if 
desired.  No action taken. 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: NONE 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS:   
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• Bill Erickson of 1433 Simonelli Rd – Mr. Erickson thanked the PC for the work they do for the community 
and made comments about population of the township and the need for affordable housing.  He noted he 
recently attended a rotary meeting where they stated the area is short about 6000 homes.  He also 
discussed the zoning requirements for a minimum of 2 acres of land with 200 feet of road frontage and a 
minimum square footage of 1200 square feet in area for a dwelling.  He commented on the costs to build 
a home plus costs to develop the lot; utilities etc making an average 1200 sq ft home around $300,000; 
which is too costly for young families and empty nesters looking to downsize.  He further commented on 
the prior lot size requirements being 1 acre with 100 feet of road frontage and a minimum dwelling size of 
900 square feet – which would be more affordable.  He asked the PC to consider being more progressive 
and change the minimum lot sizes and dwelling sizes back to these smaller minimums.  He also asked 
why the requirements were changed in 2006.  ZA H. Tice stated she wasn’t working for Laketon 
Township back then, but that it was her understanding the larger lot sizes were intended to preserve the 
rural character of the area.  Paul Hoppa also commented that many areas have wet land and high ground 
water issues which may also be a reason for larger lot sizes.  ZA H. Tice agreed noting that wetlands on 
parcels reduce the buildable area of land in a number of areas.  June Earhart thanked Mr. Erickson and 
advised the PC would take his comments into consideration.   

• Kim Arter – gave the Board Report in the absence of Eric Anderson and commented on the following 
items: 

o Farmer’s Market Senior Giveaway, funded by Laketon Township’s allotment of Senior Millage 
money.  

o Parking lots and Tennis/Pickleball/Basketball courts projects at Mullally Memorial Park – on 
schedule for July construction (due to current sports seasons and sports seasons that start in 
August).  She also noted that during construction there may be times when the park has to be 
closed. 

o Cemetery/Columbarium project – landscaping and sprinkling work to start soon. 
o County Park & Rec Plan update in progress and when they requested a copy of the Laketon 

Township Park & Rec plan they were impressed it was current and up to date – may communities 
are not.  She thanked the PC for their work on the plan. 

o Bike Systems – she commented on the progress on the Scenic Drive initiative, a Citizens 
Advisory Committee has been formed, talks with state level elected officials and the DNR (who is 
excited and willing to put in a trail head at the State Park) for funding/grants as it is a $9 million 
dollar project.  She noted she has been meeting with RP School officials on the Safe Routes to 
School pathway and trying to get it extended down to Mullally Park from the intersection of Horton 
Rd and W. Giles Rd.  Paul Hoppa commented on how good it is to see so many different entities 
coming together to work on projects for the benefit of the citizens.  Kim also commented on the 
failed attempt for a Spark Grant to extend the bike trail down Dykstra Rd and how she has 
citizens interested in forming an Advisory Committee to get this bike trail down Dykstra Rd to 
connect to the Berry Junction Trail.   

• Heidi Tice – noted the County Senior Power of Produce program at the Farmers Market is starting July 9, 
2024 and will provide $6.00 per week per Muskegon County Senior Citizen to spend at the Farmers 
Market.  She stated they feel the funds will last approximately 4 to 6 weeks, depending on participation 
levels.   

 
BOARD REPORTS:  
 

• Board of Trustees – See comments from Township Supervisor Kim Arter above.  . 
 

• Zoning Board of Appeals – Suzanne Hayes – No activity to report. 
 

 
ADJOURNMENT:   
 

• Chris Simpson moved to adjourn.  Dave Mieras supported the motion.  The motion carried and the 
adjournment occurred at 6:37:pm. 

 
Respectfully Submitted: 
 
Veronica West 
Recording Secretary 


