
Laketon Township Planning Commission 
March 13, 2024 Regular Meeting Minutes – APPROVED 

 
CALL TO ORDER:  Chairperson Bob Marine called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 
ROLL CALL:      
 

• Present:  Chris Simpson, Eric Anderson, June Earhart, Dave Mieras, Bob Marine and Suzanne Hayes. 

• Absent:  Paul Hoppa w/notice.  

• Also present:  Zoning Administrator Heidi Tice, Recording Secretary Veronica West and Twp. 
Supervisor Kim Arter. 

 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  Suzanne Hayes moved to approve the agenda as presented.  Eric Anderson 
supported the motion and the motion carried by voice vote. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Suzanne Hayes moved to approve the minutes of January 10, 2024 with the 
correction of a small typographical error correction.  June Earhart supported the motion.  The motion carried by 
voice vote. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS ONLY:  NONE 
 
 
CORRESPONDENCE:  
 

• Monthly Permit Report:   Bob Marine asked about fence permits on this report as he noticed a new 
fence recently and it was noted that all zoning compliance permits are lumped into one category and not 
separated out.  Verified the location in question does have a valid zoning compliance permit for a fence. 

• New/Updated Zoning Ordinance – ZA H. Tice provided a completely new/updated zoning ordinance 
book for the PC that encompasses all amendments made last year.  The updated ZO will be posted on 
the new Township website shortly. 

• Michigan Assoc. Of Counties (MAC) Press Release – ZA H. Tice distributed a press release regarding 
a movement to repeal the recently passed and signed legislation at the state level regarding loss of local 
control over solar energy facilities.  Brief discussion on where everything stands with a moratorium on this 
issue and the MAC gathering signatures for a possible proposal on the 2024 election ballot. 

• Possible Home-Based Business Apps – ZA H. Tice reported she has been contacted by a couple of 
people that may be applying for home-based businesses in the next couple of months. 

 
NEW BUSINESS:  
 

• Capital Improvement Plan (CIP):  ZA H. Tice provided the draft CIP that was put together by her and 
Twp. Supervisor Kim Arter after the joint work session that was held last month.  She did note a few items 
were moved up to 2024 that are currently in the works.  There was a brief discussion of the Mullally Park 
fences and perhaps some of the repairs could get done this year under regular maintenance and not 
have to wait for the larger project in 2025.  June Earhart moved to recommend to the Laketon Township 
Board of Trustees approval of the draft CIP.  Eric Anderson supported the motion.  The motion carried by 
voice vote. 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: NONE 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS:   
 

• Kim Arter – Thanks the PC for their work on the CIP as it helps her with the budget process for this fiscal 
year and the public hearing for the budget is scheduled for next week. 

• Chris Simpson – Discussed pole barn sizes, numbers, and lean-to’s, feels the size limitations are too 
restrictive.  Discussed his own pole barn and issues with snow coming off the roof blocking the entry door 
and the need for some sort of overhang to prevent this but his building is maximum allowable size and 
lean-to’s count in square footage.  ZA H. Tice will investigate surrounding community accessory building 
allowances and bring to a future meeting for comparison and discussion. 
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BOARD REPORTS:  
 

• Board of Trustees – Eric Anderson – reported to the PC that there hasn’t been much activity that 
specifically pertains to the PC, other than the CIP plan.  He noted this is the budget month for the board.  
He asked Supervisor Kim Arter if she had anything to add.  She added announcements of the Yard 
Waste site opening date, Parks opening date, Clean Up Day date, noted the new website is up and 
running, the conversion to .gov is in progress for added cybersecurity of the township website and email 
as well as informed that a grant submittal for extension of the bike path on Dykstra Rd was submitted, but 
did not win the grant award.  She also commented on the MAC and Solar Energy legislation issues.  . 
 

• Zoning Board of Appeals – Suzanne Hayes – No activity to report. 
 

 
ADJOURNMENT:   
 

• June Earhart moved to adjourn.  Dave Mieras supported the motion.  The motion carried and the 
adjournment occurred at 6:34:pm. 

 
Respectfully Submitted: 
 
Veronica West 
Recording Secretary 


